
March 2012 
The PTO has been busy fundraising and making plans for the 8

th
 graders to go on their annual 

Great America trip, scheduled for May 18
th
.  First off, thanks to everyone who has supported our 

fundraisers so far this year.  It costs roughly $10,000 to send the 8
th
 graders on their trip so this is 

no small task! 
 
By the time you get this the Little Ceasar’s Pizza fundraiser will be underway with order forms 
due March 6

th
.  Pick up will be March 21

st
 from after school till 7:00.  We will be looking for volun-

teers to help receive the order and sort the items during the day and also volunteers to help from 
3:00 – 7:00 for parents to pick up the individual orders.  If you can help, please call Connie Hill at 
346-9506. 
 
At this point the trip is not fully funded so we are going to add another fundraiser, but this time it 
is a raffle for a 2 night’s stay at the Tundra Lodge in Green Bay!  Also included is a $150 Visa gift 
card for gas and meals.  The raffle ticket sale will start Monday March 19

th
 and run through Mon-

day March 26
th
 with the drawing on Wednesday March 28

th
.  This could be the perfect Spring 

Break getaway!  Each student will receive 10 tickets to sell for $10 each.  For this fundraiser 
the profit from all 7

th
 grade sales will go specifically towards their trip next year. 

 
Don’t forget the Yooper Bar fundraiser.  Each student must purchase 1 box for $24 each year in 
order to go on the trip their 8

th
 grade year.  You may then sell each candy bar for $1 to pay your-

self back (there are 24 bars in a box).  The deadline for 8
th

 graders to purchase their box to 
be eligible to go on the trip is May 11

th
.   

 
Each 8

th
 grader must also purchase a t-shirt for $7 that you will wear to Great America.  The 

deadline to get your money into Mrs. Gollakner is March 30
th.

 
The next PTO meetings will be on March 14

th
 and April 11

th
 at 5:00 in the HS library.  Please join 

us! 

A word from our wonderful Parent Teacher Organization! 

Kristen Peterson, GACS Special Programs Administrator, will be filling in 

as Middle School Principal while Mr. VanDrese is out on medical leave. If 

you have any needs or concerns, you can reach Mrs. Peterson at the GMS 

office at 346-5914 or kpeterso@gwinn.k12.mi.us. 



 
1. Marry George Harrison . –Kristen Hall 

2. Ride a dinosaur. –Lyric Kecker 

3. Meet George Washington.– Natasha Rzanca  

4. Meet the person who does the Kermit the frog voice. –Jessie 

Takalo 

5. Meet Elvis Presley. -  Mariah Moton 

6. Wrestle a saber tooth tiger. –Gavin 

7. Meet Janis Joplin.—Bailey Crist  

Facts to help you thru 

middle school! 

 
 Do ALL homework on time. 

 

 Keep grades up. 

 

 Have a positive attitude. 

 

 RESPECT your teachers/class 

mates. 

 

 And just have FUN. 

   What’s going on in 8th grade! 

 

Mrs. Gollakner– Science—Fossils and Di-

nosaurs  

 

Mr. Langin– Math—Continuing and graph-

ing ordered pairs, slope, standard form. 

Parallel and perpendicular lines. 

 

Mr. Turecky –Social Studies— Chapter 11, 

getting more into the Civil War also mak-

ing candy invention! 

 

Mr. Rice –English— We will read “The 

Witch of Blackbird Pond” and do some re-

search about this time period . 

Maci Kugler—8th Grade 
*Do you like school? Kind of 
*What is your favorite state? Mon-
tana 
*What does your grandpa’s base-
ment smell like? Rats 
*What is your favorite number? 13 

*Do you get toe lint when you wear socks? 
No 

*King Charles II granted William Penn a huge 

tract of land. 

 * Stephen Hopkins was born in Rhode Island and 

also was the signer of the Declaration of Independ-

ence.  

*The first issue with paper money happened. It 

was involving $5, $10, and $20 bills. 

*In New York City Senator Robert Kennedy an-

nounced he was going to run for democratic presi-

dential nomination. 

What’s going on in 7th grade! 
 

Math- We will be finishing up our unit on solving 

multi-step equations and moving on to relations, 

functions, and graphing. We will be learning 

about concepts like linear equations,slope, and 

intercepts. 

 

Science- Sound and light waves and building Mu-

sical Instruments. 

 

Social Studies- We are currently studying Africa 

and its people.  

 

English- Reading informational text and taking 

notes, writing personal narratives, writing persua-

sive essays. 



Celebrity Guess Who?? 

  Mrs. Hindman-Get 8 hours of sleep every night. Sleep is the key to every-
thing.  
Mrs. Viitala– Be nice  to EVERYONE.  
Mr. Rice- “Outside of a dog, a book is a mans best friend. Inside of a dog, 
it’s too dark to read.” -Groucho Marx  
Mrs. Gollakner- “Life is a box of chocolates. You never know what you’re go-
ing to get.” - Forrest Gump 
Mr. Langin– Always eat your veggies. (Course he’d say that)  
Ms. Riipi-I believe in you, will you please believe in you, too? 
Mr. Swanson- I like work. It fascinates me. I can sit there and look at it all 
day.  
Mrs. Hohman- “Whether you believe you can do a thing or not, you are 
right.” -Henry Ford 
Mrs. Paris– Which tree in the forest are you going to be? The tall strong ma-
jestic one or the small weak disease infected one? The choice is yours. 

1.His real name is Cameron Jibril Thomaz.? 

2.He is 24 years old. 

3.His birthday is September 8 1987. 

4.He is not married. 

5.Is an American rapper. 

6.signed to Warner Bros. Records in 2007. 

7.Left his 7 figure deal and became Independent in 

2009. 

8.His father served in the military. 

9. He was born in North Dakota. 

10.He got his stage name at age 15. 

Can you guess who? 

Answer on page 4 

Bailey Nyquist—7th Grade 

What is your favorite sport?- 

Basketball 

What is your favorite hobby 

outside of school?- Dance 

What is your favorite thing to 

do in the summer?-  Swim 

What is your favorite subject?- 

Social Studies 

What is your favorite animal?- Dog 



Students of the Month 

Celebrity Guess 

Who?? 

Answer 

Wiz Khalifa 

Word Search 

March 

Courtney 

Murdock 

Ryan 

Johnson 

Chandler 

Jones 

Scott 

Caron 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=wiz+khalifa&view=detail&id=1B310902A0D4BC701634888F849D59C7CF3AD3ED&first=61&FORM=IDFRIR


What Is Scrip?  
Scrip is a term that means “substitute money”.  When you purchase scrip, you’re purchasing gift 
certificates and prepaid cards that are used just like cash. You can use scrip to purchase every-
day expenses like food, clothing, and other essentials. With every purchase, you create revenue 
for our school! 
 
Scrip raises money for Gwinn Schools 
The Great Lakes Scrip Center acts on behalf of schools and other non‑profit organizations to pur-
chase large amounts of scrip from grocery stores, department stores, and other retailers.  Be-
cause the scrip is purchased with cash up front, the participating retailers offer a substantial dis-
count.  Our Gwinn Middle School Student Council buys the scrip from Great Lakes Scrip Center at 
a discount, and re-sells the certificates to families like yours for full face value.  The discount ‑ 
from two to fifteen percent or more –  is our school’s revenue. 
 
Scrip is "shopping cart fundraising” 
Scrip is a popular fundraiser because families don’t have to sell anything.  School members pro-
duce revenue by making regular household purchases they would make anyway.  Groceries, 
clothing, toys, gifts, even gasoline can be purchased with scrip.  
 
Place An Order and Try It Out! 
We have attached an order form here for you. You may send your order and payment to school 
with your child or drop it off in the school office by the due date. We will send home a notice with 
your child when your cards are ready to be picked up (usually 7-10 days after the due date). Put 
your shopping dollars to work for our Gwinn Schools! 
 
For questions, please contact: 
Gwinn Middle School Student Council Advisors 
Kristy Gollakner kgollakn@gwinn.k12.mi.us  
Brian Rice brice@gwinn.k12.mi.us  
(906) 346-5914 

20112011--2012 GMS Yearbook Baby Photos!2012 GMS Yearbook Baby Photos!  
You can see how much your Middle School student has changed when you include a baby 

picture in their yearbook. Now’s the chance!  Send in your favorite photo (maximum of 

three per student) along with $5.00 (each) to be included in the GMS 2011-2012 Yearbook.  

All photos will be scanned and returned. 
 

 

Name:__________________________________________________ 

Include $5.00 Check (made out to Gwinn Middle School) or cash for each picture 

mailto:kgollakn@gwinn.k12.mi.us
mailto:brice@gwinn.k12.mi.us


Order and payment due: Thursday 3/15 Pick-up in GMS office: Friday 3/23 



20112011--2012 GMS Yearbook Shout Outs!2012 GMS Yearbook Shout Outs!  
Tell your Middle School student how proud you are of all that they have done.  Give them 

a great big óshout outô in their yearbook.  Just choose one of the shapes below, write a 

message (black ink please), and send it in with $3.00/message.   

Time to order a 

yearbook!!  



20112011 -- 2012 GMS Yearbook2012 GMS Yearbook  
Donõt be without! 

Order now  

$17.00  

Name:______________________________________________ 

 

Grade:______________________________________________ 

Enclose $17.00 Check (make out to Gwinn Middle School) or Cash 

please. 

Yearbooks distributed in mid to late May. 

Support our PTO in their efforts to  
support our  students!!  Remember ñItõs for the kids.  


